126                       A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

are not always to be discerned, no, nor easy to be
discerned; if they were, there would not be so
many delusions in the world as have been ; for the
men are not all devils before they come to him,
they do not come to him resolving to be deceived,
and intending to deceive everybody they are con-
cerned with. I must own, I do not think that all
the four hundred priests of Baal, whom Elijah sum-
moned together to the great sacrifice at Mount
Carmel, would have showed so many antic tricks,
leaping upon the altar, cutting themselves with
knives, and crying, 0 Baal hear us ! if they had
believed they were under a delusion of the Devil
all the while, and that Baal was nobody but a dead
stock, a lifeless image, without sense to hear, much
more without power to answer. They must cer-
tainly believe that Baal was a something, or a
somebody, whom it was their duty to pay a homage
and reverence to ; or that they paid that homage
to the true God through the medium of an image,
a sort of a model of that meaner and more ignorant
idolatry called popery.

Bat to look forward beyond this image of idol-
worship, we have the old false prophets coming
much nearer to the true, and the inspirations bear-
ing an affinity in a more significant point; and that
is, in signs and wonders, or what we call miracles,
which yet may be all from the Devil; so hard it is
for the deceived false prophet to know when he is
right and when he is wrong; and so easy is it for
him to be imposed upon himself, and consequently
to delude the people he converses with.

The Devil, as far as his agency of this kind will
reach, must certainly be mightily pleased with it;
for by thus inspiring his tools, not only to the de-
gree of false prophets, but to an ability of working
miracles, showing signs and wonders, whether real
or imaginary, he not only the more effectually im-